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1. Purpose  
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to outline the findings of the review of 

education in the Llanfyllin / North Welshpool catchments which restarted 
in April 2023, and to seek Cabinet approval of a revised preferred way 
forward for the catchment. 

 
1.2 The report is supported by the following Appendices: 
 
 Appendix A – Engagement Report 
 Appendix B – Llanfyllin / North Welshpool Catchment Review 
 Appendix C – Impact Assessment 
 
2. Background 
 
Introduction 
 
2.1 The Council has been developing plans for the Llanfyllin / North 

Welshpool catchment since the Council’s Strategy for Transforming 
Education in Powys1 was initially approved in April 2020, however to 
date, no statutory proposals have been taken forward in respect of the 
schools in the catchment. 

 
2.2 In July 2022, the newly appointed Cabinet published a Work 

Programme for Wave 2 of the Transforming Education Programme, 
which included a commitment to restart the review of the Llanfyllin 
catchment, and to explore the potential of establishing additional 
Welsh-medium provision in the catchment as part of the Catchment 
Area Review. The review of the Llanfyllin catchment restarted in April 
2023. 

 
2.3 The review has focussed on revisiting the previously identified 

preferred way forward for the catchment and subsequent amendments 

 
1 Available at: https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/9344/Transforming-Education-Strategy   

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/9344/Transforming-Education-Strategy


 

 

agreed between September 2020 and March 2022, to determine 
whether or not this is still the preferred way forward for the area.  

 
2.4 Alongside this, a period of engagement has been held with the schools 

that are within the scope of this work. This included an engagement 
meeting for staff and governors at those schools, and visits to each 
school. The findings of the engagement work carried out are 
summarised in the Engagement Report, which is attached to this report 
as Appendix A. 

 
2.5  Due to the geographical location of schools in the area, some schools 

which are considered part of the Welshpool catchment area are 
considered as part of this review, so the review is now being known as 
the ‘Llanfyllin / North Welshpool Catchment Review’. 

 
Current provision in the Llanfyllin / North Welshpool area 
 
2.6 The following 12 schools in the Llanfyllin / North Welshpool catchments 

are within the scope of this review: 
 

- Arddleen C.P. School 
- Brynhafren CP School 
- Carreghofa CP School 
- Llandysilio C. in W. School 
- Llanfechain C. in W. School 
- Llangedwyn C. in W. School 
- Llansantffraid C. in W. School 
- Ysgol Bro Cynllaith 
- Ysgol Llanfyllin 
- Ysgol Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant 
- Ysgol Meifod 
- Ysgol Pennant 

 
2.7 The 12 schools are shown on the following map: 
 



 

 

 
 

Black – Ysgol Llanfyllin, Yellow – Ysgol Pennant, Dark Red – Ysgol Llanrhaeadr-ym-
Mochant, Orange – Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, Green – Llangedwyn C. in W. School, Dark 
Blue – Llanfechain C. in W. School, Purple – Llansantffraid C. in W. School, Brown – 
Carregofa C.P. School, Blue – Llandysilio C. in W. School, Red – Brynhafren C.P. 
School, Dark Green – Ysgol Meifod, Grey – Arddleen C.P. School 

 
2.8 Ysgol Pennant is a Welsh-medium school and Ysgol Llanfyllin and 

Ysgol Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant are dual stream schools. All other 
schools within the scope of the review are English-medium schools.  

 
2.9 Llandysilio C. in W. School, Llanfechain C. in W. School, Llangedwyn 

C. in W. School and Llansantffraid C. in W. School are Church in 
Wales schools. The other 8 schools are community primary schools. 

 
2.10 The following is a summary of pupil numbers at each school in June 

2023: 
 

 R 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 
 

Arddleen C.P. 
School 
 

13 22 18 14 18 19 11 115 

Brynhafren C.P. 
School 
 

4 2 5 3 6 6 5 31 

Carreghofa C.P. 
School 
 

18 20 12 12 10 15 12 99 

Llandysilio C. in 
W. School 
 

8 6 6 14 9 9 5 57 



 

 

Llanfechain C. 
in W. School 
 

1 2 7 3 13 8 4 38 

Llangedwyn C. 
in W. School 
 

0 1 2 1 4 2 1 11 

Llansantffraid 
C. in W. School 
 

11 17 15 15 16 12 26 126 

Ysgol Bro 
Cynllaith 
 

5 2 5 1 4 4 4 25 

Ysgol Llanfyllin 
(Primary) 
 

18 20 17 19 18 19 29 140 

Ysgol 
Llanrhaeadr-
ym-Mochnant 
 

15 10 12 9 15 12 6 79 

Ysgol Meifod 
 

8 8 9 10 14 8 6 63 

Ysgol Pennant 
 

10 8 17 12 8 14 12 81 

TOTAL 
 

111 118 125 113 135 128 121 851 

 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Total 

 
Ysgol Llanfyllin 
(Secondary) 
 

112 106 100 124 100 55 54 651 

 
2.11 Further data relating to the 12 schools is provided on pages 11-16 and 

page 54 onwards in the ‘Llanfyllin / North Welshpool Catchment 
Review’ document which is attached as Appendix B. 

 
The Case for Change 
 
2.12 The case for change in the area is as follows: 
 

i) Schools with low pupil numbers 
 

Pupil numbers at the primary schools in the catchment range 
from 11 to 140. There are less than 35 pupils in 3 of the 10 
schools. 

 
ii) Decreasing pupil numbers 
 

Total pupil numbers across the 12 schools are projected to 
decrease over the next 5 years. 

 
iii) Variations in budget per pupil 



 

 

 
The budget per pupil for the primary schools ranges from 
£4,159.42 to £11,689.50. Four of the primary schools have a 
budget per pupil which is higher than £7,000. The average 
budget per pupil for Powys primary schools is £4,656.50. 

 
iv) Building condition 
 

4 of the primary schools in the catchment are assessed as being 
condition C. There is estimated backlog maintenance of 
£6,200,801 across the schools in the catchment. However it is 
recognised that some of these schools have had improvement or 
remedial works carried out during the last few years.  

 
v) Surplus capacity 
 

There are currently 543 surplus places across the 12 schools 
which are within the scope of this review.  

 
Review of the Preferred Way Forward 
 
2.13 An initial preferred way forward for the Llanfyllin Catchment was 

considered and approved by Cabinet in September 2020. This was as 
follows: 

 
• A new community campus for approximately 900 pupils aged 4-18 

in Llanfyllin, replacing the Ysgol Llanfyllin buildings.  
• To establish and build a new 360 place area school, to 

replace Carreghofa School and Llandysilio C. in W. School and 
potentially other schools in the Welshpool catchment. Site to be 
confirmed.   

• To establish a new Welsh-medium school on the 
current Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant site, replacing Ysgol 
Pennant and Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant Primary School. This may 
require capital funding to extend the school.  

• To provide an extension to Llansantffraid CiW Primary School.  
• Possible closure of Llangedwyn CiW School, Llanfechain CiW 

School and Ysgol Bro Cynllaith.  
 
2.14 Since September 2020, work has been undertaken to move towards 

implementation of the Preferred Way Forward, and a number of 
subsequent Cabinet decisions have been taken. These are outlined in 
Section 3 on pages 6-8 of the ‘Llanfyllin / North Welshpool Catchment 
Review’ document, which is attached as Appendix B. Some of the work 
undertaken / decisions made mean that some elements of the original 
Preferred Way Forward are no longer applicable. 

 
2.15 As part of the Llanfyllin / North Welshpool Catchment Review, the 

original preferred way forward from September 2020 has been 
reviewed, to identify an updated preferred way forward for the 



 

 

catchment. The process of reviewing the preferred way forward is 
outlined in detail in Appendix B. 

 
2.16 As part of reviewing the preferred way forward, options for groups of 

schools have been considered. This is outlined in detail in Appendix B, 
however a summary is provided below: 

 
i) Llangedwyn, Llanfechain and Llansantffraid 
 

Llangedwyn C. in W. School 
 
2.17 As pupil numbers at Llangedwyn C. in W. School have decreased 

significantly in recent years to just 11 pupils, future options for 
Llangedwyn were considered separately to the other two schools.  

 
2.18 The options appraisal that was carried out is included in pages 21-28 of 

Appendix A. This exercise identified the following preferred option for 
Llangedwyn C. in W. School: 

 
- Close Llangedwyn C. in W. School, pupils to transfer to Llanfechain 

C. in W. School.  
 
2.19 Implementation of this option would be subject to the Statutory Process 

as outlined in the School Organisation Code. 
 

Llanfechain C. in W. School and Llansantffraid C. in W. School 
 
2.20 Options for Llanfechain and Llansantffraid cannot be considered until 

the future of Llangedwyn C. in W. School is clearer.  
 
2.21 Once the way forward for Llangedwyn is clearer, the Council will work 

with Llansantffraid C. in W. School, Llanfechain C. in W. School and 
the Diocese of St Asaph to explore the possibility of merging the two 
schools to establish a dual sited school, with the intention of moving 
them to a new building within the next ten years.  

 
2.22 This project will be included in the Council’s new Strategic Outline 

Programme (SOP) for the Welsh Government’s Sustainable 
Communities for Learning Programme’s ‘rolling nine-year programme’ 
(previously knowns as the 21st C Schools and Colleges Programme), in 
order to draw down capital funding from the Welsh Government to 
match-fund the Council’s contribution. The new SOP will be submitted 
to Welsh Government in early 2024.  

 
ii) Pennant, Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant and Ysgol Bro Cynllaith 
 

Ysgol Pennant and Ysgol Llanrhaeadr 
 
2.23 The paper concludes that the preferred option previously identified for 

these two schools, which is for them to continue as standalone 



 

 

schools, but to support Ysgol Llanrhaeadr to move along the language 
continuum, still stands. 

 
2.24 Alongside this, there is a longer term aspiration to merge the two 

schools in the future, to establish a dual sited school. 
 

Ysgol Bro Cynllaith 
 
2.25 As Ysgol Bro Cynllaith is a small school, with less than 30 pupils, future 

options for Ysgol Bro Cynllaith were considered separately to the other 
two schools.  

 
2.26 The options appraisal that was carried out is included in pages 29-38 of 

Appendix B. This exercise identified the following preferred option for 
Ysgol Bro Cynllaith: 

 
- Close Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, pupils to attend Llanrhaeadr-ym-

Mochnant School  
 
2.27 Implementation of this option would be subject to the Statutory Process 

as outlined in the School Organisation Code. 
 
2.28 Should Ysgol Bro Cynllaith close, consideration would need to be given 

to ensuring that pupils can transfer to Welsh-medium provision by 
ensuring that late immersion (‘Trochi’) provision is available to them at 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant School. This would support the Council’s 
aspiration to increase Welsh-medium pupil numbers at Ysgol 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant, with the aim of supporting the school to 
move along the Welsh language continuum 

 
2.29 However, given that Ysgol Bro Cynllaith is located in the same 

geographical area as Llangedwyn C. in W. School, there is a need to 
understand the future for Llangedwyn school before proceeding with a 
statutory process in respect of Ysgol Bro Cynllaith.  

 
iii) Brynhafren, Ardleen, Carreghofa and Llandysilio 
 

Brynhafren C.P. School 
 
2.30 As pupil numbers at Brynhafren C.P. School have decreased 

significantly in the last few years, from 59 in January 2016 to 31 in 
January 2023, future options for Brynhafren C.P. School were 
considered separately to the other two schools. 

 
2.31 The options appraisal that was carried out is included in pages 39 – 48 

of Appendix B. This exercise identified the following preferred option for 
Brynhafren C.P. School: 

 
- Close Brynhafren C.P. School, pupils to attend their nearest 

alternative schools in Powys 



 

 

 
2.32 Implementation of this option would be subject to the Statutory Process 

as outlined in the School Organisation Code. 
 

Ardleen C.P. School, Carreghofa C.P. School and Llandysilio C. in W. 
School 

 
2.33 The original preferred way forward for the catchment included a 

possible new build area school to replace these schools. However, 
concerns about the practicalities of this were identified during the 
engagement exercise which will need to be explored further.  

 
2.34 However, the aspiration remains to provide a new build area school 

within the next ten years.  
 
2.35 This project will be included in the Council’s new Strategic Outline 

Programme (SOP) for the Welsh Government’s Sustainable 
Communities for Learning ‘rolling nine-year programme’ (previously 
knowns as the 21st C Schools and Colleges Programme), in order to 
bid for capital funding from the Welsh Government to match-fund the 
Council’s contribution. The new SOP will be submitted to the Welsh 
Government in early 2024.  

 
2.36 In the short to medium term, consideration will be given to the 

possibility of establishing one multi-sited school in the area, building 
upon the strong collaboration that currently takes place between these 
three schools which are very closely located in villages along the A483. 

 
iv) Ysgol Llanfyllin and Ysgol Meifod 
 
2.37 The original preferred way forward for the catchment included a 

commitment to a new build community campus in Llanfyllin. The 
aspiration to provide a new build community campus in Llanfyllin 
remains. 

 
2.38 This project will be included in the Council’s new Strategic Outline 

Programme (SOP) for the Welsh Government’s Sustainable 
Communities for Learning Programme’s ‘rolling nine-year programme’ 
(previously knowns as the 21st C Schools and Colleges Programme), in 
order to bid for capital funding from the Welsh Government to match-
fund the Council’s contribution. The new SOP will be submitted to the 
Welsh Government in early 2024.  

 
2.39 Ysgol Meifod will continue as a standalone school. Options for the 

school will be considered as part of the development of a new campus 
in Llanfyllin in the future. 

 
v) Overall conclusion 
 



 

 

2.40 As outlined in Appendix B, the revised preferred way forward for the 
Llanfyllin / North Welshpool catchment is as follows: 

 
Llangedwyn C. in W. School, Llanfechain C. in W. School, 
Llansantffraid C. in W. School 

 
• To close Llangedwyn C. in W. School, pupils to transfer to 

Llanfechain C. in W. School. 
• To explore with Llansantffraid C. in W. School and Llanfechain C. 

in W. School the possibility of establishing a dual sited school in the 
area 

• To provide a new building in the future to replace Llansantffraid C. 
in W. School and Llanfechain C. in W. School 

 
Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, Ysgol Pennant, Ysgol Llanrhaeadr 

 
• Ysgol Pennant and Ysgol Llanrhaeadr to continue to operate as 

standalone schools. Support Ysgol Llanrhaeadr to move along the 
language continuum 

• To consider, when appropriate, the possibility of establishing a dual 
sited school in the future 

• To close Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, Powys-based pupils to transfer to 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant School. Trochi support to be provided to 
enable pupils to transfer to the Welsh-medium stream if they wish 
to do so.  

 
Brynhafren C.P. School, Ardleen C.P. School, Carreghofa C.P. 
School, Llandysilio C. in W. School 

 
• To close Brynhafren C.P. School, pupils to transfer to their nearest 

alternative schools in Powys 
• To explore with Ardleen C.P. School, Carreghofa C.P. School and 

Llandysilio C. in W. School the possibility of establishing a new 
multi-sited school in the area, with the potential of a new build at a 
later stage 

• To explore the possibility of establishing Welsh-medium early 
years/primary provision in the area 

 
Ysgol Llanfyllin and Ysgol Meifod 

 
• Provide a new building for pupils aged 4-18 in Llanfyllin, replacing 

the current Ysgol Llanfyllin buildings. 
• To support Ysgol Llanfyllin to move along the language continuum. 
• Options for Ysgol Meifod to be considered alongside the building 

development in Llanfyllin. 
 



 

 

2.41 The preferred way forward identified in Appendix B and above will 
require implementation over a number of years. A 10 year programme 
has been developed to outline how the preferred way forward will be 
implemented on a phased basis. This is as follows: 

 
Schools Short Term 

(2023-2025) 
 

Medium Term 
(2025-2028) 

Long Term 
(2028-2033) 

i) Llangedwyn, Llanfechain and Llansantffraid 
 
Llangedwyn C. 
in W. School 

Undertake 
Statutory 
Process on a 
proposal to 
close the 
school 
 

  

Llanfechain C. 
in W. School 
and 
Llansantffraid C. 
in W. School 

 Explore the 
possibility of 
merging the two 
schools at their 
existing 
locations 
 

Provide a new 
building 

ii) Pennant, Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant and Bro Cynllaith 
 
Ysgol Bro 
Cynllaith 
 

Undertake 
Statutory 
Process on a 
proposal to 
close the 
school (once 
there is clarity 
on the way 
forward for 
Llangedwyn C. 
in W. School) 
 

  

Ysgol Pennant 
and Ysgol 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-
Mochnant 

Support Ysgol 
Llanrhaeadr to 
move along the 
continuum 

Support Ysgol 
Llanrhaeadr to 
move along the 
continuum 

Ysgol 
Llanrhaeadr to 
become a 
Welsh-medium 
school;  
Further 
consideration 
given to 
merging the two 
schools on their 
existing sites 
 



 

 

iii) Brynhafren, Ardleen, Carreghofa, Llandysilio 
 
Brynhafren C.P. 
School 
 

Undertake 
Statutory 
Process on a 
proposal to 
close the 
school 
 

  

Ardleen, 
Carreghofa, 
Llandysilio 
 

Discussions 
with Mudiad 
Meithrin about 
establishing 
Cylch Ti a Fi / 
Cylch Meithrin 
provision in the 
area 
 

Explore the 
possibility of 
merging the 
schools on their 
existing sites 

Provide a new 
building in the 
area 

iv) Ysgol Llanfyllin and Ysgol Meifod 
 
Ysgol Llanfyllin 
 

Continue to 
work with the 
school to 
support it to 
move along the 
language 
continuum 
 

 Provide a new 
community 
campus for 
pupils aged 4-
18 

Ysgol Meifod 
 

  Options for 
Ysgol Meifod to 
be considered 
as part of the 
capital 
development in 
Llanfyllin  
 

 
3. Advice 
 
3.1   The advice of officers is that Cabinet approves the indicative preferred 

way forward for the Llanfyllin / North Welshpool catchment which is 
outlined in 2.40 above, with implementation to be taken forward over 10 
years as outlined in 2.41.  

 
3.2 Implementation of the preferred way forward will be subject to the 

statutory process outlined in the School Organisation Code in respect 
of any school reorganisation processes required. 

 
3.3 In addition, implementation of the indicative preferred way forward will 

be subject to obtaining funding for the capital developments which are 



 

 

outlined. These developments will be reflected in the Council’s revised 
Strategic Outlined Programme (SOP) for the Sustainable Communities 
for Learning Programme. 

 
3.4 In accordance with the timeline outlined in 2.41, it is advised that 

officers will bring back proposal papers related to the proposals to 
close Llangedwyn C. in W. School and Brynhafren C.P. School in 
October 2023, and a proposal paper related to the proposal to close 
Ysgol Bro Cynllaith early in 2024.  

 
4. Resource Implications 
 
4.1 The amount of funding provided to schools is driven by the funding 

formula. Any change to the formula funding provided will impact on the 
Council’s revenue budget. 

 
4.1.1 Llangedwyn C. in W. School, Llanfechain C. in W. School, 

Llansantffraid C. in W. School 
 
Based on the current formula, it is estimated that implementation of the 
proposal to close Llangedwyn C. in W. would result in annual revenue 
savings to the Council of around £56.4k. This overall figure comprises a 
potential saving on Schools’ delegated formula-led funding of over 
£91.0k reduced by estimated additional transport costs of £34.6k.  
 
Detailed costings on the further work on the preferred way forward will 
take place as more details are known.  
 
4.1.2 Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, Ysgol Pennant, Ysgol Llanrhaeadr 

 
Based on the current formula, it is estimated that implementation of the 
proposal to close Ysgol Bro Cynllaith would result in annual revenue 
savings to the Council of around £83.7k. This overall figure comprises a 
potential saving on Schools’ delegated formula-led funding of over 
£120.9k reduced by estimated additional transport costs of £37.2k. 
 
Detailed costings on the further work on the preferred way forward will 
take place as more details are known.  
 
4.1.3 Brynhafren C.P. School, Ardleen C.P. School, Carreghofa C.P. 

School, Llandysilio C. in W. School 
 
Based on the current formula, it is estimated that implementation of the 
proposal to close Brynhafren C.P. School would result in annual revenue 
savings to the Council of around £29.3k. This overall figure comprises a 
potential saving on Schools’ delegated formula-led funding of over 
£102.7k reduced by estimated additional transport costs of £73.4k. 
 
Detailed costings on the further work on the preferred way forward will 
take place as more details are known.  



 

 

 
4.1.4 Ysgol Llanfyllin 
 
No detailed costings have been carried out to date regarding this option 
and will be developed as more details are known of the proposal. 
 

4.2 In summary it is estimated that implementation of the initial proposals 
would result in total estimated annual savings to the council of around 
£169.4k. This overall figure comprises a potential saving on Schools' 
delegated formula-led funding of over £314.6k reduced by estimated 
additional transport costs of £145.2k. 

 
4.3 In line with the Council’s Scheme for Financing Schools, should any of 

the schools be in a deficit budget position on closure of the school, the 
deficit is written off. Surplus balances are also returned to the Council. 
The current estimated cumulative surplus projected for 31 March 2024 
for the schools proposed for closure are shown in the table below. 
 

 Estimated Cumulative 
Surplus / (Deficit) 
as at 31 March 2024 (£) 
 

Llangedwyn C. in W. School (£30k) 

Ysgol Bro Cynllaith £34k 

Brynhafren C.P. School (£123k) 

 
4.3 The Scheme for Financing Schools also states the following in section 

3.7.2:  
  

‘In order to ensure effective stewardship of the resources available to 
schools, the Authority may impose additional restrictions on a school 
scheduled to close, including but not limited to:  

  
• Restriction of expenditure to agreed plans  
• Removal of powers of virement’  

  
The Council will consider the use of these powers of intervention where 
appropriate.  

  
4.4 Implementation of the proposal would require involvement from various 

service areas, including staff from the Schools Service, Finance, HR and 
ICT. These service areas will be kept informed of the development of the 
proposal throughout the statutory process.  

 
4.5 The Head of Finance (Section 151 Officer) notes the content of the 

report and can support the recommendations.    
 



 

 

5. Legal implications 
 
5.1    Legal:  The recommendations can be supported  from a legal point of 

view provided the statutory process for school organisation  proposals 
in the School Organisation Code (2018) are followed. 

 
5.2 The Head of Legal and Democratic Services (Monitoring Officer) has 

commented as follows: “ I note the legal comment and support the 
recommendations” 

 
6. Data Protection 
 
6.1 The current recommendation does not involve processing personal 

data. 
 
7.  Comment from local member(s) 
 

Cllr Aled Davies (Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant and Llansilin): 
 

‘There are well rehearsed arguments on the transformation of schools, 
but it is shocking to see that no progress has been made, in fact, the 
reality is, transformation has gone backwards. 

 
New Build, capital investment, Investment must happen before 
closures, progress by Council has been dire. Programme Business 
Case, published Sept 2020, produced by CPC outlined new build 
timeline. Construction to commence Sept 2023 New schools to open 
Sept 2025 
Transport/Closest school. Assumptions made within report carries 
significant risks, detailed analysis required, savings will evaporate as 
children travel in a number of different directions. 
Classrooms in the countryside, idea I have promoted for the last 
8/10 years, raised but not reflected in consultation. 
Welsh Language, clear negative impact contrary to IA as pupils attend 
their nearest school likely to be in England 
Impact assessment judgments are very reliant on new build, no clear 
timetable, an issue of trust, remove new builds and the impact would 
be dire.  
School condition Proposal suggests that pupils transferred to a 
school in ‘poor’ C condition with significant maintenance issues. 
Maintenance backlog. Up to £440K in primary sector, £4M in all 
through school, new builds essential, though Bro Cynllaith has recently 
had new roof and tarmac drive. 
Lack of pupil data, no information on pupils current nearest school, 
including in Shropshire and Wrexham   
Trust………. 



 

 

 
 

Cllr Bryn Davies (Banwy, Llanfihangel and Llanwddyn): 
  

Rhestr i’r cabinet weithredu arnynt: 
 

• Cefnogaeth Trochi yn ysgolion dalgylch Llanfyllin – cwrs trochi ar 
gael i’r dalgylch cyfan ar ddiwedd blwyddyn chwech wedi ei 
ddilyn gyda ffrwd trochi yn ysgol Llanfyllin ym mlwyddyn 7 ac 8 
(a 9) – i’w integreiddio gyda’r ffrwd Gymraeg ym mlwyddyn 9 
(10). 

• Cynhaliaeth trochi lleol parhaol i hwyr ddyfodiaid. 
• Datblygiad ffrwd ac yn y pendraw ysgol Gymraeg yn ardal 

Arddlin, Carreghofa, Llandrinio, Bryn Hafren fel dilyniant i’r grwp 
ti a fi sydd yn Bryn Hafren. 

• Cytundeb gyda sir Amwythig i ddarparu trafnidiaeth am ddim i 
blant Sir Amwythig at addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg ym Mhowys. 

• Cytundebu athrawon cyfrwng Cymraeg ar draws y sir i ddarparu 
pynciau arbenigol TGAU a Safon Uwch. 

• Cyd amserlennu ar draws ysgolion lle bo prinder 
athrawon/disgyblion. 

• Awdit blynyddol o ba wersi ac adnoddau sy’n cael eu darparu 
trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg fesul dosbarth cyfrwng Cymraeg yn yr 
ysgolion sy’n ceisio darparu addysg Cyfrwng Cymraeg i’w 
cyhoeddi i rieni cael gweld ar ddechrau’r flwyddyn dysgu yn 
ystod tymor yr haf blaenorol. 

• Disgwyliad i bob pwnc cael ei gynnig trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg 
gydag esboniad i rieni am bob eithriad. 

• Defnydd cyson o’r termau BOWM (bilingual outcome Welsh 
medium) ac EMMO (English medium monolingual outcome) 
mewn dogfennau ac ar lafar i adlewyrchu realiti y ddau system 
addysg ac i waredu ar ensyniad o gywerthedd “WM” ac “EM”. 

 
A list for Cabinet to act on: 

 



 

 

• Trochi support at schools in the Llanfyllin catchment – a trochi 
course available for the whole catchment at the end of year six 
followed by a trochi stream at Ysgol Llanfyllin in years 7 and 8 
(and 9) – to be integrated with the Welsh stream in year 9 (10). 

• Permanent local trochi provision for latecomers. 
• The development of a stream and eventually a Welsh-medium 

school in the Arddleen, Carreghofa, Llandrinio, Bryn Hafren area 
as continuity to the ti a fi Group in Bryn Hafren. 

• An agreement with Shropshire to provide free transport for 
Shropshire pupils to Welsh-medium education in Powys. 

• Welsh-medium teachers to be contracted across the county to 
provide specialist GCSE and A Level subjects. 

• Joint timetabling across schools where there is a shortage of 
teachers/pupils. 

• Annual audit of what lessons and resources are being provided 
in Welsh to each Welsh-medium class in the schools that are 
trying to provide Welsh-medium Education to be published, for 
parents to see at the start of the teaching year during the 
previous summer. 

• Expectation that every subject is offered in Welsh with an 
explanation to parents about all exceptions. 

• Regular use of the terms BOWM (bilingual outcome Welsh 
medium) and EMMO (English medium monolingual outcome) in 
documents and verbally to reflect the reality of the two education 
sytems and to ged rif of the suggestion that “WM” and “EM” are 
equivalent. 

 
Cllr Arwel Jones (Llandysilio): 

 
Why is it that all decisions to be taken by Cabinet are rushed. 

 
I did attend the open meeting at Llanfyllin re the above and now been 
told on the 14th of September that the paper will be discussed by the 
Scrutiny Committee on the 20th September and by cabinet on the 26th 
September. 

 
A press release has gone out today and the phone has not stopped. 
This has been ongoing for the past 2 to 3 years and they want it to go 
to Cabinet within 12 days. What is the urgency a further month would 
not make a blind bit of difference which would enable us as local 
members to collate the concerns of parents and make a constructive 
response to Scrutiny for discussion. 

 
This issue is happening all through the Council. 

 
One unhappy local member. 

 
Cllr Lucy Roberts (Llandrinio): 

 



 

 

There are convincing reasons why teaching should continue at the 
Bryn Hafren site including the number of teaching days which could be 
lost as a result of road closures between Bryn Hafren and neighbouring 
primary schools due to flooding, and the loss of pupils over the border 
to Shropshire.  

 
Currently two families living in England bring their children to Bryn 
Hafren so that they learn to speak Welsh and many, if not most families 
travel into Shropshire to work and would find it easier to drop their 
children at schools over the border. Those children would no longer 
learn Welsh. 

 
If Bryn Hafren CP school were to close in advance of any merging of 
Llandysilio, Arddleen and Carreghofa, pupils might be subject to an 
extended period of uncertainty and potentially two changes of school in 
a short period of time. 

 
Cllr Gwynfor Thomas (Llansantffraid): 

 
I am disappointed at the timescale to consider the proposals and would 
have welcomed the opportunity to study the detail and speak to staff, 
governors and parents to gauge their opinion. There hasn't been an 
opportunity to do that as I'm sure they would have had an opinion 
which would have helped shape the proposals. 

 
I can only surmise that they will be disappointed as both schools are 
left in limbo with Llansantffraid still massively overpopulated and 
Llanfechain unclear what their future is. 

 
8.   Impact Assessment 
 
8.1 An initial impact assessment in respect of the preferred way forward is 

attached as Appendix C. The impact assessment considers the 
proposal’s impact on the Welsh Government’s well-being goals, as 
outlined in the Well-being of Future Generations Act. 

  
8.2 The summary of the impact assessment is as follows: 
 

‘The impact assessment suggests that the impact is generally positive 
with some negative aspects, such as the requirement for some pupils 
to travel further than they currently do to school, and the impact on the 
communities in which schools that may close are located. The 
development of new facilities for schools in the area would address 
many issues related to the poor condition of the buildings, ensuring 
future pupils are taught in facilities that are fit-for-purpose, improving 
their learner entitlement and experience. The proposed changes in the 
Llanfyllin / North Welshpool area would raise the profile of Welsh-
medium provision in the area, which should lead to an increase in 
pupils numbers, therefore contributing to the Welsh Government target 
to achieve a million Welsh speakers by 2050. In the longer term, this 



 

 

should have an impact on the Welsh-medium opportunities available in 
the secondary sector in the area.’ 

 
8.3 Should Cabinet approve the indicative preferred way forward, individual 

impact assessment will be carried out for each proposal taken forward. 
 
8.4 These would be updated throughout each process, and updated 

versions will be taken into consideration by Cabinet when determining 
whether or not to proceed with each proposal. 

 
9. Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Cabinet approves the following: 
 

i) That, subject to the statutory processes as outlined in the School 
Organisation’s Code, the Council’s indicative preferred way forward for 
schools in the Llanfyllin / North Welshpool catchment is as follows: 
 

Llangedwyn C. in W. School, Llanfechain C. in W. School, 
Llansantffraid C. in W. School 
 

• To close Llangedwyn C. in W. School, pupils to transfer to 
Llanfechain C. in W. School. 

• To explore with Llansantffraid C. in W. School and Llanfechain 
C. in W. School the possibility of establishing a dual sited school 
in the area 

• To provide a new building in the future to replace Llansantffraid 
C. in W. School and Llanfechain C. in W. School 

 
Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, Ysgol Pennant, Ysgol Llanrhaeadr 
 

• Ysgol Pennant and Ysgol Llanrhaeadr to continue to operate as 
standalone schools. Support Ysgol Llanrhaeadr to move along 
the language continuum 

• To consider, when appropriate, the possibility of establishing a 
dual sited school in future. 

• To close Ysgol Bro Cynllaith, Powys-based pupils to transfer to 
Ysgol Llanrhaeadr. Trochi support to be provided to enable 
pupils to transfer to the Welsh-medium stream if they wish to do 
so. 

 
Brynhafren C.P. School, Ardleen C.P. School, Carreghofa C.P. 
School, Llandysilio C. in W. School 
 

• To close Brynhafren C.P. School, pupils to transfer to their 
nearest alternative schools in Powys 

• To explore with Ardleen C.P. School, Carreghofa C.P. School 
and Llandysilio C. in W. School the possibility of establishing a 



 

 

new multi-sited school in the area, with the potential of a new 
build at a later stage 

• To explore the possibility of establishing Welsh-medium early 
years/primary provision in the area.  

 
Ysgol Llanfyllin and Ysgol Meifod 
 

• Provide a new community campus for pupils aged 4-18 in 
Llanfyllin, replacing the current Ysgol Llanfyllin buildings, when 
capital funding is available. 

• To support Ysgol Llanfyllin to move along the language 
continuum. 

• Options for Ysgol Meifod to be considered alongside the building 
development in Llanfyllin. 

 
ii) To bring back proposal papers in respect of Llangedwyn C. in W. 

School and Brynhafren C.P. School in October 2023. 
 

iii) To bring back a proposal paper in respect of Ysgol Bro Cynllaith early 
in 2024. 
 

iv) To undertake further activity to implement the indicative preferred way 
forward in accordance with the timeline outlined in 2.41. 

 
 
Contact Officer: Sarah Astley / Marianne Evans 
Tel:   01597 826265 / 01597 826155 
Email:                       sarah.astley@powys.gov.uk / marianne.evans@powys.gov.uk  
 
Head of Service:      Georgie Bevan 
 
Corporate Director:  Emma Palmer / Lynette Lovell                                 
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